
MINUTES
STATE PRESERVES ADVISORY BOARD

APRIL 4, 2003

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

Neil Bernstein, Chair 
Robin Fortney
Kathy Gourley
Scott Moats
Timothy Sproul
Jeffrey Vonk

MEMBERS ABSENT

Laura Jackson

STAFF PRESENT
Daryl Howell 
John Pearson
Bob McKay

CALL TO ORDER
Chairperson Neil Bernstein called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM on April 4,
2003 at the Glenwood Resource Visitor Center in Glenwood, Iowa.  

APPROVE AGENDA
Add: 9b Review write-ups for the Iowa Conservationist on State Preserves.

Motion was made by Robin Fortney to approve the agenda as amended.
Seconded by Kathy Gourley.  Motion carried unanimously. 

APPROVE MINUTES

Motion was made by Timothy Sproul to approve the minutes as presented.
Seconded by Robin Fortney. Motion carried unanimously.  

GLENWOOD RESOURCE CENTER STUDY
Neil Bernstein stated that the Board had received a report by Rebecca Lynn
Johnson, co-authored by John Doershuk and Steven Lensink. The report
detailed the preservation potential of archeological resources at the Glenwood
Resource Center. It is an excellent report. After touring the site yesterday and
summarizing our thoughts, the Preserves Board all agree that this site has high
potential for a State preserve. Questions were raised by the Board on how the
land would be used. Ideally, the Board thought the land should be moved from a
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row crop basis to a no crop basis and restricting future developments above the
ground over that area. Those whom should be contacted for the approval of our
ideas included the Director of the Glenwood Resource Center and the Director of
Human Services. Kathy Gourley and Shirley Schermer will be working on the
management plan. Shirley Frederiksen of the Golden Hills RC&D and Jane
Butler from Mills County will also need to be contacted.  

Motion was made by Robin Fortney to approve the Glenwood Resource
Center as preserve quality. Seconded by Kathy Gourley.

Jeffrey Vonk asked about the current crop use and the income generated.

Neil Bernstein stated that his understanding is the crop money is not going to the
Glenwood Resource Center but rather to the general fund. The crop money does
not create a vast amount of income. Board members also want to minimize the
amount of tillage on the property to prevent erosion to the surface.

Motion carried unanimously.

HARTMAN RESERVE
Neil Bernstein stated that the board members have seen the initial management
plan from the Black Hawk County Conservation Board and summaries of their
habitat.  The county has been working with John Pearson and Daryl Howell to
incorporate their management plan into the format for the Preserves Board. At
this point the board members need to give them feedback on their management
plan. They’re talking about future management issues but their fairly obscure
about what they’re going to do, where they’re going to do it and how often. We
had some of the same concerns with the Rock Island management plan that Linn
County brought to us.  I think we need to be more precise on about what
management they’re going to do, when and often. 

John Pearson said that Black Hawk County Conservation Board has not come to
a final decision about when, where and how often they are going to do the
management plan.  When they come to that conclusion they will need to bring
them before the Preserves Board for approval.  

Scott Moats said that we don’t want to be so detailed in the management plan
that it doesn’t leave room for adaptive management.  

Jeffrey Vonk stated that it leads to the role that the Preserves Board is playing in
management decisions. In the past we’ve had Preserves accepted on our State
registry and in some cases forgotten with no management or follow up. There
should be some accountability to the group that has agreed to manage it. Maybe
every five years they could submit updates about what has been done to the
property to maintain it’s status as a preserve. 
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Robin Fortney agreed that this is a good idea.

Neil Bernstein stated that this should be an agenda item for the next meeting so
we can discuss the development of some kind of management assessment.

Scott Moats said that he would like to see more conviction on what type of
management plan they are taking without to much detail. We need to be
consistent. 

Neil Bernstein mentioned that we need some sort of follow up on how well they
are doing and how their management plan is working. 

John Pearson mentioned that our field people exchange a lot of information on
land and how it’s being preserved.  Unfortunately nothing is written down, but
through asking different individuals information can be found. If you have any
comments that you would like to make, write them on your copies and give them
to Daryl or I by the end of April and we will convey them back to Vern.  By July
we should have everything addressed and resolved.

SLAYTON ROUND BARN
Kathy Gourley gave an update on the Slayton Round Barn.  Someone from the
last meeting requested the National Registry Nomination form for that barn. A
copy is provided in your packet.  The Board will tour the barn in July.  There is a
document provided by Jan Nash and Rebecca Conard that explains what to look
for in a historic preserve. 

STEELE PRAIRIE
John Pearson said that the Cherokee County Engineer described a problem with
the road that goes across the north side of Steele Prairie State Preserve. It tends
to have standing water for long periods of time.  The county engineer is
concerned that it’s undermining the road and making it soft. He proposed a
solution to resolve the problem by running two ditches from the ditch into the
interior of Steele Prairie State Preserve down two natural drainage ways. The
DNR staff does not consider this solution to be the best. We prefer that it does
not involve ditching. The County Engineer wasn’t sure it was feasible. The DNR
staff will be meeting with the engineer on site later this spring to find an
alternative to these ditches.  

Neil Bernstein asked what happens to the water flow in the prairie if the water is
removed from the drainage.

John Pearson stated that it is a concern. We are right at the head of a watershed.
There isn’t a lot of water coming down that drainage way, but obviously if all that
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water were to be intercepted by the ditch and moving the water entirely would
mean less water flowing through the ditches than under complete natural
conditions. However it’s between an existing ditch or a modified ditch. 

Tim Sproul asked when this condition started to occur since we are in drought
condition right now? 

John Pearson said that the problem dates back to 1993. We did express concern
at that time we visited the same site that is now having problems. 

Daryl Howell said that there is some siltation in those drainage ways on the
preserve. The engineer also mentioned about doing something with the West
side. Digging a ditch may solve the problem now but it is not a long term solution. 

Jeffrey Vonk recommended that the engineer and possibly in conjunction with
this board, may file a soil loss compliant against the farmer which is a section of
the State Code. It involves the farmer to implement erosion control techniques in
his operation.  The state provides cost share to the farmer to help aid in erosion
control.  The Conservation District should be contacted the next time the DNR or
Preserves Board decides to visit the site and discuss where the sediment is
coming from. 

Mark Ackleson said something that we could maybe consider in the future, is
drawing a parallel between preserve dedication and conservation easements.
Those are the only two ways in Iowa that you can permanently restrict the use of
property.  With easements there are a lot of up front baseline documentation and
an annual monitoring scheme that is put in place.  So at the time of the easement
you know the condition of the property and what surrounded it, then over time
you can monitor that. This might be worth considering and we would be glad to
help.  

Robin Fortney suggested that we follow up on the specifics of a conservation
easement at the next meeting. 

RESEARCH REQUESTS
A) Dr. Daniel Gustafson of the University of Pennsylvania wishes to study the
ecology of grasses and fungi at Hayden Prairie and Steele Prairie. 

Neil Bernstein said that Gustafson is proposing to take root soil samples and use
them to propagate larger samples that Dr. Gustafson will use year after year.
There’s no use of herbicide at this point. This is all contingent upon National
Science Foundation funding. 

John Pearson believes this proposal is more acceptable than earlier ones that
were more ambitious and involved more manipulation of research plots.  There
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has been some concerns made by a few people who were uncomfortable with
the first proposal. No machinery or vehicles will be used for sampling. 

Scott Moats said the amount of soil taken for sampling is about 50 grams of air
dried soil.

Motion was made by Robin Fortney to approve research at Hayden Prairie
and Steele Prairie. Seconded by Scott Moats.  

Neil Bernstein suggested that we ask Dr. Daniel Gustafson for the diameter of
the cores just to clarify and encourage him to use the smallest diameter as
possible.

Motion carried unanimously.

B)  Dr. Erik Venteris of the USDA-ARS Environmental Quality Laboratory wishes
to study soils at Kalsow Prairie. 

Neil Bernstein said that he has given us a sampling scheme on how he is going
to collect the soil.  They will be in one inch diameter to a meter and a half.  

Motion was made by Jeffrey Vonk to approve research at Kalsow Prairie.
Seconded by Timothy Sproul.

John Pearson stated that the sampling will be done the second week in May.

Motion carried unanimously.
 
REQUESTS FOR FUNDING
1) Dr. Lynn Clark, Director of the Ada Hayden Herbarium requests $1000 for
supplies and student wages for the herbarium. 

Neil Bernstein asked the Board if they would like to look at the following funding
requests as separate items or group them together since they are all coming out
of the Preserves Board fund. 

Scott Moats said he would like to view them all separately. 

Kathy Gourley  and Timothy Sproul agreed with Scott. 

Motion was made by Jeffrey Vonk to approve the request of $1000 for
supplies and student wages.  Seconded by Kathy Gourley. 
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Neil Bernstein said that whatever we do in item 9-1, that will impact how much
research we get done on the preserves, if we get the money that we don’t know
we’re going to get. 
 
Robin Fortney said that in this case we are supporting the research. This is a
piece of the operation that comes about as a result of all the specimens that
people are bringing in. We need to support that to some level. 

Kathy Gourley said that she sees this as curating archeological materials, which
if you pay for the research you also pay for the curation of the material.  I would
hate to see the collections lost. 

Motion carried unanimously.
 
2) The Friends of the Mines of Spain requests $300 for printing, posters, and
mailings associated with the Mines of Spain Fall Seminar. 

Daryl Howell said that we have not previously given them funding from the
preserves fund but that Mike Carrier provided them with money from other DNR
funds for speaker travel costs.

Motion was made by Robin Fortney to approve the amended request for
$100 for printing, posters and mailings.  Seconded by Jeffrey Vonk.

Jeffrey Vonk  - abstained
Neil Bernstein – nay

Motion carried. 

3) Mark Ackelson of the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation requests $5500 for
support of study to develop criteria for scenic preserves. 

Neil Bernstein said that this request was tabled at the January 2003 meeting as
Jeff suggested that he was going to look for funding outside of the Preserves
Board budget that would help support that. 

Daryl Howell said that he spoke with Mike Brandrup and he has offered $3000 to
support the studies and the Board could provide the other $2500. 

Jeffrey Vonk said that he is willing to look further.  

Neil Bernstein said that we are in favor of Mark Ackelson going forward and
beginning to draw criteria for the scenic preserves status and that Jeff along with
Mike Brandrup is going to try and find monies that are external to the potential
money that the Preserve Board may get. Mark Ackelson is going to look over
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several fiscal years that if budgeting becomes problematic. Scott said he feels
that if some of the money falls through then we should take some money out of
our potential research budget to help support that. 

Jeffrey Vonk said to simplify everything the Board can go on record for being in
favor of this work being done and encourage the Department to negotiate an
agreement with the foundation to provide the funding outside of your expected
appropriation. 

Neil Bernstein said that he will accept that as an alternative motion. 

Motion was made by Jeff Vonk to approve for the Department to negotiate
an agreement with the foundation to provide funding outside of expected
Preserve money.  Seconded by Robin Fortney. 

Mark Ackelson said that there is a second part of this money.  This is a team
effort and someone from the Preserves Board needs to help facilitate and be a
part of this team. That is an important part of your decision today as well.

Neil Bernstein agreed with Mark and said that we will need to decide who will
serve on this team. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

Robin Fortney mentioned that she would be very interested in serving on this
team. 

Mark Ackelson said that there will not be a lot of time commitment.  We are ready
to start having someone coordinate this now that this passed. According to the
proposal it mentions that we will have interaction with the Preserves Board and
that we intend to keep coming back at various times during the process.  At the
beginning the team will meet about 2-3 times between Board meetings. This is
over a one year period. 

Neil Bernstein said that Robin Fortney will serve as the representative for this
team.  

John Pearson said that he would also like to participate with this team on behalf
of the Department of Natural Resources.



- 8 -

PROPOSAL SELECTION

Neil Bernstein asked how are we going to think about this in that we did have a
call for certain proposals. We have a lot of proposals for things we did not
request. 

John Pearson said that some of the reason for having proposals for things we did
not request is to be open for new ideas. 

Jeffrey Vonk said that by putting out a list of priority areas indicates that some
deliberation has been made by the Board.  

Neil Bernstein said that Dave McCullough and Jeff Parmelee suggested doing
herp and small mammal survey at Woodland Mounds and Rolling Thunder
together. Then as a subset of that Jeff Parmelee is suggesting to do a herps and
small mammals at Woodland Mounds.  Those two over lap with each other.  The
combined survey is more money but they we’re getting what we asked for on
both State Preserves. 
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Funding requests received by State Preserves Advisory Board for FY2003-04.
Items in italics are requests received independently of Request For Proposals.

Authors Category Request Title or explanation
Alex & Lensink Archaeological 4515 Mapping and research: Wittrock Indian Village, O'Brien County, Iowa

Anderson Historical 9828 GIS research to digitize maps of Iowa 1832-1859 landscape features from General 
Land Office township maps

Bonestroo (Crossman) Biological- botany 3180 Crossman Prairie State Preserve botanical survey

Bonestroo (Little Maquoketa) Biological- botany 2984 Little Maquoketa Indian Mounds State Preserve botanical survey

Cady Biological- botany 3531 An extension to the floristic inventory of Palisades-Dows State Preserve

Demastes Biological- zoology 1987 Conservation genetics of the blue-spotted salamander of Behrens Ponds and 
Woodland Preserve

Durrant Historical 5040 Historical study for the Iowa state preserves: Montauk Historic Site

Eco-Centrics Biological- zoology 4022 Herpetological surveys at Rolling Thunder and Woodland Mounds preserves in 
Warren County, Iowa

Freese Biological- botany 3155 Floristic inventory of Brush Creek Canyon State Preserve

Friends of Mines of Spain All- interpretation 300 Support for Fall Seminar

Hendrix Biological- zoology 4800 An inventory of bee diversity at state prairie preserves: Is landscape setting important?

Iowa Natural Heritage
Foundation

Scenic 5500 Study for development of criteria for scenic preserves

ISU Botany Department Biological- botany 1000 Supplies and student wages for Ada Hayden Herbarium

McCullough & Parmelee Biological- zoology 10832 Amphibian, reptile, and small mammal survey of Woodland Mounds and Rolling 
Thunder preserves, Warren County, Iowa

Norris Biological- botany 6872 Survey of forest vegetation plots in northeast Iowa: Final phase

Olsen Biological- zoology 3206 A survey of the butterflies and skippers at the Hayden Prairie State Preserve in Howard County

Parmelee Biological- zoology 6570 A survey of the amphibians, reptiles, and small mammals of Woodland Mounds 
State Preserve, Warren County, Iowa

Price Historical 3476 Montauk State Preserve: A research and resource inventory proposal

Roosa (Brushy Creek) Biological- botany 5500 Botanical survey of a portion of Brushy Creek Recreation Area

Roosa (Greene County) Biological- botany 6075 Botanical survey of a Greene County tract

Rosburg Biological- botany 6487 Development and maintenance of the Flora of Iowa database

Sharma & Graves Biological- botany 9859 Quantitative floristic assessment of select forested sites in Iowa

Tiffany & Healy Biological- botany 1080 An inventory of the macrofungi of Fallen Rock, Hardin City Woodland, and Mann Wilderness 
preserves and Pine Lake State Park

VanDeWalle Biological- zoology 4815 Faunal survey of Hanging Bog State Preserve

Watson Biological- botany 4566 Botanical survey of Turkey River Mounds State Preserve

Wills Geological- soils 7128 Soil morphology in Hayden Prairie and an adjacent agricultural field

TOTAL OF ALL REQUESTS 126308
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The chart above is the final total ranking scores made by the Preserves Board.
(Jeffrey Vonk abstained from the scoring.)

Asterisk (*) indicates proposal for preserve listed in Request For Proposals (RFP)

Authors Request

BOARD 
SUMMED 
RANK

Cumulative 
Request ($) Action

Price* 3476 5 3476 selected
Roosa (Greene County)* 6075 5 9551 selected
Tiffany & Healy* 1080 5 10631 selected
Bonestroo (Crossman)* 3180 7 13811 selected
Freese* 3155 7 16966 selected
Norris 6872 7 23838 selected
Watson* 4566 7 28404 selected
Bonestroo (Little Maquoketa)* 2984 8 31388 not selected
McCullough & Parmelee* 10832 8 42220 not selected
Olsen* 3206 9 45426 not selected
Parmelee* 6570 9 51996 not selected
Cady 3531 10 55527 not selected
Rosburg 6487 10 62014 not selected
VanDeWalle 4815 10 66829 not selected
Demastes 1987 11 68816 not selected
Roosa (Brushy Creek)* 5500 11 74316 not selected
Alex & Lensink 4515 12 78831 not selected
Hendrix 4800 13 83631 not selected
Sharma & Graves 9859 13 93490 not selected
Anderson 9828 14 103318 not selected
Eco-Centrics* 4022 14 107340 not selected

Ranking of funding requests received by State Preserves Advisory Board for FY2003-04.
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BOARD TOUR
On Thursday April 3,  the Board toured the Glenwood Resource Center grounds
and a privately owned prairie in southern Mills County.  

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Robin Fortney to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by
Kathy Gourley.  Motion carried unanimously. 

With no further business to come before the State Preserves Advisory Board,
Chairperson Neil Bernstein adjourned the meeting at 11:15 AM on April 4, 2003.



A
Adjournment, 11
approve agenda, 1
approve minutes, 1

B
Board Tour, 11

G
Glenwood Resource center study, 1

H
Hartman Reserve, 2

P
Proposal Selection, 8

R
Requests for funding, 6
Research Requests, 5

S
Slayton Round Barn, 3
Steele Prairie, 3


	APRIL 4, 2003
	BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT
	MEMBERS ABSENT
	STAFF PRESENT
	CALL TO ORDER
	APPROVE AGENDA
	Motion was made by Robin Fortney to approve the agenda as amended.  Seconded by Kathy Gourley.  Motion carried unanimously.

	APPROVE MINUTES
	Motion was made by Timothy Sproul to approve the minutes as presented.  Seconded by Robin Fortney. Motion carried unanimously.

	GLENWOOD RESOURCE CENTER STUDY
	Motion was made by Robin Fortney to approve the Glenwood Resource Center as preserve quality. Seconded by Kathy Gourley.
	Motion carried unanimously.

	HARTMAN RESERVE
	SLAYTON ROUND BARN
	STEELE PRAIRIE
	RESEARCH REQUESTS
	Motion was made by Robin Fortney to approve research at Hayden Prairie and Steele Prairie. Seconded by Scott Moats.
	Motion carried unanimously.
	Motion was made by Jeffrey Vonk to approve research at Kalsow Prairie.  Seconded by Timothy Sproul.
	Motion carried unanimously.

	REQUESTS FOR FUNDING
	Motion was made by Jeffrey Vonk to approve the request of $1000 for supplies and student wages.  Seconded by Kathy Gourley.
	Motion carried unanimously.
	Motion was made by Robin Fortney to approve the amended request for $100 for printing, posters and mailings.  Seconded by Jeffrey Vonk.
	Motion carried.
	Motion was made by Jeff Vonk to approve for the Department to negotiate an agreement with the foundation to provide funding outside of expected Preserve money.  Seconded by Robin Fortney.
	Motion carried unanimously.

	�
	PROPOSAL SELECTION
	BOARD TOUR
	ADJOURNMENT
	Motion was made by Robin Fortney to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Kathy Gourley.  Motion carried unanimously.


